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This small one and a half story frame house
with an original block of one room downstairs
and one upstairs is representative of the
dwellings occupied by many small landowners
in the 18th and into the 19th century,
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EINAME

HISTORIC The Coles/Hill House

AND/OR COMMON
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—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
-~ —OBJECT _IN PROCESS _XYES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT _-SCIENTIFIC
— _BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTAT!ON
—NO —MILITARY —OTHER
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME Lettie Dent Gough
Fannie Jo Dent Telephone #:
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Oakley ___ VICINITY OF Maryland
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DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —_DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
%-GO0D —RUINS X-ALTERED -—MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This well-built, one and a half story frame house stands atop a
knoll, facing south. The house consists of a central (and original)
block to which a shed kitchen has been attached to the north (back), a
larger shed room to the west, and a shed porch supported by unturned
posts to the south. A lean-to shelter was built onto the eastern side.
The facade of the original block consists of two bays, a front door
centrally located with a double hung sash window to the east. A brick
chimney laid in common bond and with a tall narrow base shouldering in
at the first story level ascends the east gable end. On either side of
it, on both floors, is let a double hung sash window. The A roof is
sheathed with tin today, but in earlier times, wood shingles served
the purpose. Synthetic tar paper siding, designed to imitate tan bricks,
now clad the exterior walls.

The frame is of the post and beam type, with the studs, which
were cut by an up and down saw, morticed, tenoned, and pegged into the
plates. The studs were incised with Roman numerals, but they were not
laid in place sequentially, suggesting that they were probably re-used
timbers.

The original block of the house consisted of one room downstairs
and one upstairs, to which a box staircase led. The upstairs was un-
heated.

Behind the house are the remains of the farm yard: the wood

pile, water pump, and small sheds and, in the distance, the tobacco
barn made of a hewn timber frame.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



SM-3/)

B} SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _—COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —.CONSERVATION — LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS — LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE XEDUCATION —MILITARY XSOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —.THEATER
._;4800-1899 —.COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY _—TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY — POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—_INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

First gquarter of 19th century.
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house was probably built as the residence of a small landowner
in the last decade of the 18th or first decades of the 19th century.
This is indicated by the fact that though it was small, the house was
constructed of good materials, carefully put in place, and with interior
features, such as the mantlepiece, that show stylistic aspirations and
attainment. In addition, had it been a non-landowner's dwelling, it
probably would not have had as many{nor as large) glazed windows N the
double hung sashegjbut would have Had wooden shutters instead.

In the last quarter of the 19th century, it is known that a black
tenant family occupied this dwelling, the family of Robert Ed Coles,
whose daughter, Lucy, married Steven Jones, whose house has been recorded
as part of this survey. This dwelling is now occupied by a white tenant
family, that of J. Wilma Hill. It is not known if the original occupants
were white or black, but according to Lucy Coles Jones, who is 91 years
old, the house had always been occupied by black families as far back
as she had ever heard during her childhood in the 1890's.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

George W. NMcDaniel

ORGANIZATION DATE

Maryland Commission on Afro-American History and Culture
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

20 Dean Street
CITY OR TOWN STAYE

Annapolis, Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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